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Bucket List Meets New Year’s Resolution--- 

Kicking Off a Studebaker Restoration! 

Happy New Year, everyone!   I trust your Holidays were enjoyable and you spent some 

quality time with family and friends.  Those gatherings are among the greatest blessings of 

the season! 

As the headline indicates, after years of reading, dreaming, planning and good intentions, 

I’ve finally decided to “take the plunge” and we’ve embarked on the restoration of our 

1949 Champion Business coupe’.  A few of you have seen the car, although probably only 

when we’ve met here in Washington.  The coupe’ (which we’ve owned since 1993) shows 

only 108K miles on the clock and looks pretty good cosmetically. However, at 75 years old 

it was very tired mechanically, a big concern when it came to out-of-own trips of any    

consequence.   And highway travel was something I’ve avoided for at least a decade. 

After moving to Washington in 2019 and attending a few car shows, I started to keep my 

“radar up” hoping to locate a good, retired mechanic who had a well-equipped shop and 

liked to tackle unusual projects at a “leisurely pace”.   My goal was to restore the coupe’ 

over the winter months, with the mechanic taking the lead while I played the role of helper, 

parts scrubber, “go-fer” and general grunt worker.  I would also take care of locating and 

purchasing parts and arranging other details as needed (e.g. radiator repair).   After all 

these years, I wanted to be an active participant in the process so I could learn more about 

the car’s technology and mechanical operation.   I didn’t care to be an owner who just 

stopped by the shop every couple of weeks to see what was happening . . . and write     

another check! 

I finally found my mechanic at a car show this summer, minding his buddy’s 1969 GTO.  Kip 

works primarily on 60’s and 70’s muscle cars but also has some experience with older iron 

dating back to the late 1930’s.   He and his brother have a large building with a nice lift and 

a good assortment of machine shop 

equipment (although some of it is       

vintage!).   In addition, the shop is out in 

the country, only about 30 minutes from 

my home.  So, with an early start, we can 

work on the car for 3-4 hours in the  

morning a couple of days a week.  So 

far, it’s turning out to be a good           

arrangement for both of us.  

I’m excited about the project and     

looking forward to working on the car in 

the weeks ahead.  I’m attaching a few 

photos documenting some of our early 

progress.  Stay tuned for occasional   

updates! 

 ,                                                     PRESIDENTS REPORT:                                  

Our 1949 Studebaker Champion Business coupe. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE: 

Vintage engine parts sourced from longtime Gateway     

member Milt Yoder.   THANKS, Milt!  

Working in the engine bay . . .      

radiator already removed. 

Engine just hoisted out . . . now a big, 

empty compartment! 
Engine on the hoist--75 years' worth of crud 

seen above!  

The transmission (above) seems pretty petite vs. the engine.  

The newly boiled & cleaned engine block gets some final 

detailing before a good scrubbing and beginning                

reassembly.  

 

The (mostly) disassembled, grimy engine block. 

REMINDER: Our Sunday, January 12th chapter meeting will be held at 1:30pm at the Pasta House Co. restaurant, 6214 S.     

Lindbergh Blvd.  This is located on Lindbergh about ½ mile west/north of the Lindbergh I-55 overpass, very close to the I-55 & I

-255 interchange The restaurant is expecting us at ~2:00 pm but it should be OK to arrive a little early. Nice parking lot with 

plenty of room for our Studebakers and Avantis!   
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Studebaker started January 1937 with 9 greater St. Louis area Studebaker dealerships. Studebaker had #1. Arthur R. Lindburg, 

Inc., exclusive St. Louis Studebaker  Distributor, Grand and Lindell, St. Louis, MO., #2. Reihl Motor Co., Webster Groves, MO., #3. 

OSCAR G. SNIPEN, Inc., 5180 Delmar Blvd., St. Louis, MO.  #4. Franke Motor Sales, 4811 Delmar, St. Louis, MO.  #5. Leland-Kreid 

Motor, Alton, IL.  #6. Endres Motor Sales, Belleville, IL., #7. Kasey Motor Co., Studebaker-Packard, 5626 Gravois Rd. St. Louis, 

MO. #8. Cookson Motor Co. 1131 St. Louis Ave., East St. Louis, IL., #9. Advance Motor Co., Madison IL.  On 2/28/1937  #10.   

Ferguson Motor Sales, Ferguson, MO., was added. Again this was the highest number of dealerships Studebaker had serving 

the greater St. Louis, MO area since January, 1929.  

By all accounts everything was starting to look up for the Studebaker factory and dealers in 1937 after the stock market crash 

and 8 hard years of the Great Depression. By the spring of 1937, production, profits, and wages had regained their early 1929 

levels. 

The ad above appeared in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on 1/10/1937.  

THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA FROM 

JAUARY 1937 THROUGH FEBRUARY 1937. FROM AD’S IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES                                                       BY: Ed Meyer     
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The above ads rom top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on 2/9/1937, 2/14/1939, 2/21/1937 and  2/28/193. 
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The above ads & articles appeared  From top left to right and clockwise in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on 2/16/1937, 2/14/1937 and 2/21/1937. 

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 

Unemployment remained high, but it was substantially lower than the 25% rate seen in 1933.   

However, the American economy took a sharp downturn in mid-1937, lasting for 13 months through most of 

1938. Industrial production declined almost 30 percent, and production of durable goods fell even faster.  

Unemployment jumped from 14.3% in May 1937 to 19.0% in June 1938.  Manufacturing output fell by 37% 

from the 1937 peak and was back to 1934 levels. Producers reduced their expenditures on durable goods, 

and inventories declined, but personal income was only 15% lower than it had been at the peak in 1937. In 

most sectors, hourly earnings continued to rise throughout the recession, partly compensating for the re-

duction in the number of hours worked. As unemployment rose, consumer expenditures declined, leading 

to further cutbacks in production. 

It is not the purpose of this report to go into the theories as to what caused this.  We can say with certainty 

however, that the United States and Studebaker and it’s dealers experienced a second Stock Market crash 

and a second extreme wave of the Great Depression.   Although the American economy began to recover 

in mid-1938, employment did not regain the early 1937 level until the United States entered WWII in late 

1941. Personal income in 1939 was almost at 1919 levels in aggregate, but not per capita.  
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YOUR MO/IL GATEWAY CHAPTER 2025 OFFICERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION: 

MEMBERSHIP/SECRETARY:                    Louetta Bushdiecker,  louettabushdiecker@att.net      (636) 448-0767 

PRESIDENT, EDITOR, WEBMASTER:        Ben Alspach                 thealspachs@comcast.net         (770) 362-6734  

VICE-PRESIDENT:                                  Gary Krautmann,           gkrautmann@sbcglobal.net    (314)-308-4788   

TREASURER:                                           Milt Yoder,                     mryoder@swbell.net,                  (314) 842-5739 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN:                           Milt Yoder,                     mryoder@swbell.net,                  (314) 842-5739 

Visit the  MO/IL Gateway SDC Chapter of the SDC at: www.gatewaysdc.org  

Visit the International Studebaker Drivers Club at: http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/index.asp 

Visit the Avanti Owners Association International at: http://www.aoai.org/ 

Visit the Studebaker National Museum online at: www.studebakermuseum.org 

                                                                                                  STUDEBAKER ONLINE 
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The above articles  appeared in the St. Louis           

Post-Dispatch from top left to right and clockwise on 

2/21/1937, 1/24/1937, 2/28/1937 and 1/31/1931.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED:  

mailto:thealspachs@comcast.net
mailto:gkrautmann@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gatewaysdc.org/
http://www.studebakermuseum.org/
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Sunday, November 10, 2024 

The Missouri/Illinois “Gateway” Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club gathered at 1:30pm at The Reserve Restaurant and 

Bar, 11411 Olive Blvd, Creve Coeur, Mo. 63141. 

Members Present: Ben Alspach, Denny & Susan LaBantschnig, Brian Borgstede, Phil Hendrickson, Milt Yoder, Jeff Wassilak, 

Gary Krautmann, Paul Regna, Lewis Schucart, Harry Irwin, Nick Tosie, Louetta Bushdiecker, Joe & Mary Ann Bushdiecker and 

guest Jeff Ryan. 

Chapter President Ben Alspach called the meeting to order at 2:00pm, and welcomed Harry and Jeff to the meeting. 

The Secretary passed out the Minutes of the September 8, 2024 meeting.  Ben asked for any comments and there was none.  

Harry Erwin made a motion the Minutes be accepted.  Jeff Wassilak seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion 

passed.   

Ben asked Treasurer Phil Hendrickson for a report.  Phil said there was $5,759.99 in the checking account and 7 members 

have paid their dues for 2025.  Milt Yoder made a motion the Treasurer’s report be accepted. The motion was seconded and 

passed.  (Milt Yoder will take over in January 2025) 

Ben said some upcoming events would be the Chapter’s Christmas luncheon Saturday, December 7, 2024, at 1:00pm at the 

Double Tree Hotel (by Hilton) at Westport Plaza, 1973 Craigshire Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63146.  The AOAI Gateway Chapter is 

picking up the tab.  Ben said Don Hart had mentioned that he expected Santa Clause to show up. 

The January 12, 2025 Chapter meeting will be at 1:30 at The Pasta House 6214 South Lindbergh, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Ben requested area car shows beginning in spring 2025.  There was a short discussion; it concluded that information is         

expected to be posted online beginning in January. 

Gary Krautmann mentioned an exhibition to feature vintage French cars at the Saint Louis Art Museum in Forrest Park opening 

in April 2025.  Gary and Ben Alspach are museum members.  More information on the cost of tickets or discounts will be    

provided later.   Below is a link to the webpage, 

https://www.slam.org/press/roaring-charts-the-role-impact-of-the-car-on-modern-art-and-design/   

Mary Ann Bushdiecker made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded by Nick Tosie and the 

meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm. 

Submitted by Louetta Bushdiecker, Secretary 

 

 

MINUTES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 

          MINUTES FOR THE SUNDAY, 11/10 /2024 MO/IL “GATEWAY’ CHAPTER SDC MEETING  BY: Louetta Bushdiecker 

 

We were pleased to have longtime Gateway member Harry Irwin 

attend our November meeting driving his sharp 1965 Studebaker 

Cruiser. Harry purchased this car BRAND NEW in May of 1965 from 

the Reuther dealership on Olive Blvd. A sixty year old, original 

owner car must certainly be quite a rarity!  The turquoise Cruiser is 

shown on the occasion of Harry’s granddaughter, Jenny’s,      

wedding in 2012. Thanks for sharing, Harry! 
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                          PHOTOS FROM THE 12-07-24 SDC-AOAI HOLIDAY LUNCHEON  COURTESY,    
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Vehicle images from the Gateway SDC & AOAI 

picnic courtesy Jeff Wassilak. 

Clockwise from upper left, Lew Schcarts black 

1963 Avanti, Milt & Christine Yoder’s Red Avanti 

convertible, and the blue 1949 Studebaker truck 

gathering admiring looks belongs to new     

Gateway member Nick Tosie which he has 

street-rodded.  

AVAILABLE LODGING IN SOUTH BEND. Go to avantihouse.com the booking person is Cassadra (574) 993-9312) and she has a 

warm hart for Avanti and Studebaker people.  If you have any trouble call me Don Lindner 314-973-8686.4.9 reviews out of 

5  and Super Host states from Airbnb.  There are 2 house 1/2 block apart Avanti House 1 and Avanti House 2 (where I live 2/3 

of the time).    

AUTOMOTILE APPRAISAL SERVICE,1164 Arbor Place Drive, St. Louis, MO 63088, Member International Society of Appraisers. The 

personal  property specialists of antique, classic, sport, muscle, replica’s, foreign cars-trucks. Call Carl T. Roedel Jr.,            

(314) 821-4015, cell: (314) 808-7838, autoappraisal7@sbcglobal.net 

BEZ AUTO ALCHEMY Classic car restoration services specializing in Avanti & Studebaker vehicles. Cell: (573)-318-8948, email:                      

bez-hawk@outlook.com  

STUDEBAKER/AVANTI MECHANIC: James Moore near Springfield, IL, Call: (708)-856-6932  

JIMS SALES & SERVICE: All types of antique auto radio repair &  service including upgrading to modern stereo, 455 North 

Gerdes street, Breese, IL, 62230, Call at: (618)-526-8492 

NEW PORT ENGINEERING, custom replacements for vacuum wiper systems in classic cars and trucks, 2760 Newport Rd,,   

Washington MO 63090. phone: (636) 239-1698, https://newportwipers.com/           

ST. PETERS GARAGE, INC., 108 Main ST., ST. Peters, MO 63378, 636-278-3841, http://www.stpetersgarage.com/, Member Tony 

Stoverink said they did a great job on his Studebaker business coupe and worked well with supplier Studebaker International. 

TAYLOR LOCK & KEY SERVICE: 512 W. Gallatin St., Vandalia, IL 624-71, Phone: (618)-283-0421, Cell: (618)-367-1913 

WILLIAMS AUTO DETAIL Top notch paint detailing by hand .  You will not believe how he can make tired paint look like 

new.1002 Hanley  Industrial Ct., Brentwood, MO 63144, phone: (636)-851-7333 or (314)-733-5212, email: 

www.williamsautodetail.com or info@williamsautodetail.com          

SPARKS TIRE & AUTO All types of new and antique auto repair. (636)-945-5900 or www.sparkstireandauto.com 7:30 am to 5 pm 

M-F, 1665 Scherer Pkwy, St. Charles, MO 63303, ASE Master Certified. 

MO/IL GATEWAY CHAPTER OF THE STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB FREE CLASSIFIED ADS 

http://avantihouse.com/
mailto:bez-hawk@outlook.com
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Report #2                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Some Studebaker, Packard and Avanti history this month of December: December 1, 1996 Designer Bob Bourke dies.,       

December 9, 1963 Studebaker announces closing of South Bend plant., December 14, 1961 Studebaker-Packard sells Gering 

Plastics Division., December 15, 1877 John Clement Studebaker dies., December 15, 1931 Rockne automobiles production 

begins., December 15, 1961 Studebaker-Packard forms Defense Products Division., December 17, 1887 Jacob Studebaker 

dies., December 20, 1963 Production of Lark types and Hawks at South Bend plant ends., December 24, 1962 Studebaker 

Drivers Club forms., December 26, 1963 Last Studebaker Avanti built., December 27, 1963 Last non-military truck built.,       

December 29, 1964 Studebaker announces sale of Mercedes-Benz distribution rights., December 31, 1910 Studebaker        

acquires Everitt-Metzger-Flanders (EMF) Company. 

The Missouri November report has No 0 NEW members and 6 EXPIRED members (located in Jefferson City, Wentzville,    

Springfield, Kansas City, Camdenton, and Brookfield).  

The Illinois November report has 3 NEW members (located in Minooka, Atlanta, and Granite City) and 2 EXPIRED members 

(located in Elgin, and New Lenox).  

From Studebaker National Museum "Explore the Collection:  Paula Murphy & the #9 Avanti" by Kyle Sater, Curator. Duration 5 

minutes, 16 seconds.  

VIDEO LINK: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sl5krhdmGFI&t=3s 

 

  S  & 2                             

Report #1 

From Jeff Wassilak, Missouri Regional Manager, Studebaker Drivers Club, 9423 Trillium Drive, Saint Louis, MO 63126-2839.      

Telephone: 314-849-0591, Cell phone: 314-580-3753, Email: cleanh2o@sbcglobal.net. 

Some Studebaker, Packard and Avanti history this month of November: November 1, 1965 Studebaker's Chemical          

Compounds division changes name to principal product STP., November 2, 1902 Studebaker Automobile Company formed.,  

November 5, 1893 Raymond Loewy born., November 6, 1899 Packard. Motor Car Company founded., November 14, 

1958 Studebaker Lark introduced., November 19, 1984 Avanti convertible introduced., November 25, 1963 Sherwood Egbert 

resigns as President and Byers Burlingame is appointed President of Studebaker., November 27, 1901 Clement Studebaker 

dies, age 70. 

The Missouri October report has No 0 NEW members and 5 EXPIRED member (located in Aurora, Springfield (twice), Kansas 

City, and Shell Knob).  

The Illinois October report has 1 NEW member (located in Elmhurst) and 3 EXPIRED members (located in Mokena, Petersburg, 

and Rockford).  

In Case You Missed This: From Hemmings Daily Tuesday October 29 "Find of the Day:  Britain's Miniature Studebaker, the Hill-

man Minx" by David LaChance.  Note Raymond Loewy Associates collaboration.  

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/find-of-the-day-britains-miniature-studebaker-the-hillman-minx/?

uemlid=fa64fdcd0ca47f9cebc2c505714c3bdac7be7d66f967761ac315a5c42de9c619&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=e

mail&utm_campaign=EDaily%20Recurring%202024-10-29&utm_term=eDaily%20Newsletter 

For this and future months: I encourage your chapter to reach out and contact all NEW members in the Member Reports in 

your region. Also, why not contact RENEWED SDC members who are not current members of your chapter? Ask them about 

their interest in Studebaker, then invite them to upcoming local events. I believe telephone calls or voice mail messages are 

more effective than emails, which can be easily forgotten. Follow up an initial contact with a mailed newsletter and/or 

an email (with newsletter or calendar of upcoming events attached.) If their name is on the EXPIRED list, I suggest contacting 

them and asking why they did not renew. If you know them tell them they are missed and invite them to chapter events as a 

guest. Again follow up with a newsletter by mail. I believe cordial persistence (and don't let rejection stop you) can                   

produce some positive responses.  Best wishes, Jeff Wassilak   

mailto:cleanh2o@sbcglobal.net
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Our Sunday, January 12th chapter meeting will be held at 1:30pm at the Pasta House Co. restaurant, 6214 S. Lindbergh 

Blvd.  This is located on Lindbergh about ½ mile west/north of the Lindbergh I-55 overpass, very close to the I-55 & I-255       

interchange The restaurant is expecting us at ~2:00 pm but it should be OK to arrive a little early. Nice parking lot with plenty 

of room for our Studebakers and Avantis!   

Our Sunday, March 9th ,1:30pm chapter meeting will meet at Rookie’s Bar & Grill, 3721 Newtown Blvd, St. Charles, MO  63301. 

The restaurant is located in a small shopping center just north of 370 & Elm (Elm becomes Newtown north of the                      

highway). Drive your Stude if you can---looking forward to seeing you there!   

Sunday, May 10, 2025, 9:00 AM until Noon at Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, IL. 62269. Welcome all 

makes that are no longer manufactured currently. Display only, no trophies and free including vehicles on display in the 

Gateway Classic Car showroom! Sponsored by the Gateway chapter of the Hudson-Essex-Terraplane Club.  

Orphan Car Show in Branson, Missouri being September 6-7, 

There was a discussion; a vote was taken to schedule the picnic with ST, Louis County the 3RD Sunday on September 21st, with 

all votes in favor. 

Sunday, September, 21th, 11:30 AM, Our Chapter Picnic and our September Chapter Meeting at Sylvan Springs Park near    

Jefferson  Barracks – Artillery Shelter – 300 Halsey Rd., St. Louis, MO 63125. Chapter picnic/auction/September chapter     

meeting, Food, fun Studebakers, Avanti’s and fellowship.  For info, contact Ben Alspach @ 770-362-6734,  Email:                          

thealspachs@comcast.net, Chapter will provide sub lunches in a bag and can soda as in the past Just bring portable seating 

if desired and Stude parts/memorabilia for the auction. 

MO-IL Gateway Chapter SDC December 2024 Treasurer’s Report 

As of today December 28, 2024, we have received 2025 Dues from 11 members.  

There have been no additional transactions made since the last Treasurer’s Report. 

The current Enterprise Bank Account Balance is: $5,959.99 . 

As most of you know, I am stepping down as your treasurer and Milt Yoder has agreed to take over the duties as treasurer.  

 

Thank you for your trust and the opportunity to serve as your treasurer for the last 9 years. 

   

From this point forward please make your dues payments to: 

Milt Yoder, 10747 Roxanna Drive, St. Louis MO 63128  

Additional contact information: Phone: 314-402-9702                                             

                                                  Email: myoder@swbell.net 

Phil Hendrickson - Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

     2024 MO/IL GATEWAY STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 REPORT  

mailto:myoder@swbell.net


13 

         2025 INTERNATIONAL  SDC MEMBERSHIP FORM.   

2025 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION, MO/IL GATEWAY CHAPTER OF THE STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB  

13 

                                                                           

                                             

Name_____________________________________________________________________Phone_____________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________________________________________State _____________Zip___________________________________ 

 

Email address: ______________________________________________Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

Studebakers Owned __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It is required that you be a member of The International Studebaker Drivers Club. 

Are you presently a member of the National SDC? 

Yes __________________Member Number_____________________________________________________________________ No _______________ 

Would you be willing to serve as a Chapter Officer or in some other capacity? 

Yes_______________ No______________         If "YES," in what capacity? 

Send Application and Check for $ 25.00 Made Out to “The Missouri/Illinois Gateway Chapter, Studebaker Drivers Club”. (Non-

refundable) Membership Fee to: MILT YODER, 10747 ROXANNA, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63128 , mryoder@swbell.net,                  

(314) 842-5739     (Do NOT Send Cash) 

http://www.studebakerclubs.com/sdc/signup.htm
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—————————————————————————————————————-- 

     

    

   Ed Meyer                                                                                       STAMP 

   708 Lynn Haven Lane                                                                      

   Hazelwood, MO 63042-3413 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MO/IL Gateway Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club is the officially chartered representative of the Studebaker 

Drivers Club for the Greater St. Louis Missouri and southern Illinois areas. We are dedicated to the preservation of Stu-

debaker vehicles although ownership of one is not a requirement for chapter membership. Membership in the Interna-

tional Studebaker Drivers Club is also required and applications for both can be found in this newsletter. Both the MO/IL 

Gateway Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club and the International Studebaker Drivers Club sponsor meets, car 

shows, offer technical assistance, and help in locating parts and vehicles---along with great fellowship. The Steering 

Wheel bi-monthly newsletter is the official publication of the MO/IL Gateway Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club. 

Members may place classified ads in the Steering Wheel for free. Reprinting of any articles contained within is granted 

to any SDC related organization. Neither the club nor the editor is responsible for the accuracy of 

the classified ads.  Ads will be placed as long as needed but notification to the editor once the item has been sold 

is requested. All submissions to the Steering Wheel are appreciated and will be included as space and relevance 

allow. The Steering Wheel goes to press on the 20th of the month prior to release of the following bi-monthly issue. 
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